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edy. Surgery in the Rush Medical College. 
Our. 
Diseased Testicle, complicated with Hernia—Castration.— 
ated J. R. B., wt. 40 years, applied to me during the month of 
ad August, 1845, with a disease of the right testicle, of which he gave 
ms Of the following history: Eight years previously he first noticed en- 
are largement of the organ, which wasthen slight. Its growth, slow 
har. at first, but rapid of late, has been unattended with pain. At 
present it is pyriform, its apex extending to the inguinal ring, 
is 54 inches in length, and 34 in its transverse diameter. It 
is hard, not sensible, has various irregularities on its surface, 
—_ and presents at the lower part a smooth surface slightly fluc- 
te) tuating. There exists upon the same side an oblique inguinal 
rial hernia, the contents of which in a great measure recede when 
” the patient is in a recumbent position. 
of Castration being determined upon, was performed Sept. 
ed 1st, with the assistance of Drs. Herrick and Blaney, in the 
gh, following manner: An incision was made from the ring to the 
- base of the tumor, and carried through the superficial cover- 
ings of it. These were then dissected off, but on coming to 
i. the spermatic cord, this was found to be covered on its ante- 
1p rior part, and partly surrounded by the hernial sac, which 
ld was then carefully laid open. A piece of omentum was 
t- found within it, descending upon the anterior surface of the 
tumor, and extensively adherent to it, requiring the knife for 
4 its separation. Pressing this upward, the cord was insulated, 
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and a ligature passed around it, firmly tied, and the division 
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made below it. As considerable hemorrhage still took place 
from the divided vessels of the omentum, the principal 
trunks of these, six in number, were ligated, and a part be- 
yond the ligatures removed with the scissors. The remain- 
der was reduced within the abdominal cavity, being retained 
at the opening by the ligatures. Stitehes, adhesive straps 
and simple dressings were applied, and no unpleasant symp- 
toms occurred. The patient is at present, Sept. 10th, free 
from danger. 

On examination of the tumor, it was found that the inequal- 
ities upon its surface werealue to the enlarged divisions of 
the epididymis, the smooth surface below was of the testicle 
itself, and a small quantity of water in the tunica vaginalis 
occasioned the fluctuation. On laying it open, the entire mass 
was found entirely disorganized, small masses of tubercular 
matter being disseminated through it, and the remainder con- 
sisting of a reddish, pulpy, semi-fluid substance. 

Remarks.—The points of most interest in this case are the 
course pursued with the omentum, and the manner adopted 
for tying the cord. 

The presence of an irreducible hernia complicates the ope- 
ration of castration in a most serious manner, and the course 
to be pursued with the contents of the sac is important to be 
decided. In this case we have adopted the rule of conduct 
applicable to the operation of strangulated Hernia, where the 
same state of things often occurs. 

Instead of dividing the spermatic cord, and then tying the 
arteries, we preferred placing the ligature around the whole 
of it atonce. This, although not the usual method, has in its 
favor security against hemorrhage, facility of performance, and 
safety ; and if these are not sufficient, the authority and prac- 
tice of Velpeau. It is not attended by any disadvantages. 

Chicago, Sept. 10, 1845. 


On Bougies of Slippery Elm Bark. By Wm. B. Herrick, 
M. D., Prof. of Anatomy in the Rush Medical College. 


Striggnres of the urethra, rectum, oesophagus, &c., are often, 
to’thé surgeon, most obstinate and troublesome diseases, call- 
ing into requisition experience, skill, and the use of every 
known means for their palliation and relief. 
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Numerous instruments, for dilating, dividing and cauteri- 
sing the walls of such contracted passages, have been invent- 
ed, and are in the hands of some of our most experienced sur- 
geons ; yet cases of this kind are frequently met with, by 
country practitioners, who, for the want of such instruments, 
fail, or find themselves greatly perplexed in their treatment. 

It is also true, that surgeons well provided with metallic 
and gum elastic bougies and catheters, meet with many cases 
in which the irritation produced by them precludes the possi- 
bility of allowing these irritating and unyielding substances to 
remain sufficiently long in the canal to dilate permanently the 
eontracted portion; and in some cases an instrument of suffi- 
cient diameter cannot be introduced. 

In view of the above facts, it is considered not inexpedient 
to call the attention of physicians generally to the merits of 
the slippery-elm bougie ; a simple, but, in many cases, very ef- 
ficient instrument, not in general use, but one, the utility of 
which is not to be doubted. 

This bougie should be made of the firm inner bark of the 
elm, of a form similar to that of a gum elastic bougie or cathe- 
ter, and of a size adapted to the case under treatment. The 
facility with which any practitioner can, from this very com- 
mon material, supply himself with such an instrument, is 
evidently one of its great advantages. It is superior to others, 
also, from the fact that the moistened mucilaginous surface of 
this bark is emollient, and soothing, and tends to diminish 
rather than to increase irritation. Its greatest merit, however, 
is that of being expanded by the natural moisture of the part, 
when introduced, in the dry state, into a secreting passage. 
Its peculiarity in this respect enables the surgeon to overcome 
strictures without force, by means of the gradually applied 
expansive properties of the instrument, which can be made, 
therefore, sufficiently small to admit of easy introduction. By 
using these bougies, one after another, gradually increasing 
their-size, the required diameter can be given, by the opera- 
tor, to most contracted passages. From the fact also, that 
that part of the instrument remaining in the constricted por- 
tion of the canal during its dilatation by moisture, is less ex- 
panded than the uncompressed portions, the surgeon can, 
upon withdrawing it, judge, by its shape, of the degree of 
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firmness in the part, and determine at once the exact situation 
and extent of a stricture. 

The utility of this simple instrument, as tested by the wri- 
ter in strictures of the urethra; for dilating that canal after 
cutting for stone, and as a tent to sooth and prevent the clo- 
sure of passages leading to suppurating cavities; are such as 
fully to justify him, in thus calling the attention of the profes- 
sion to its merits. 


ON THE KIND OF UNION OBTAINED AFTER FRACTURES. 

A late number of the Buffalo Medical Journal, in “ Notes 
of an European Tour,” by Prof. Hammron, contains a table 
exhibiting the condition of the specimens of fractural bones 
preserved in the Musée Dupuytren, at Paris. By this it would 
appear that out of 180 fractures, no union occurred in 25, 
imperfect union in 57, crooked and shortened 43, nearly or 
quite perfect 55. From these results the conclusion is drawn 
that ‘‘ most surgeons are in error in regard to the power they 
possess in these cases.” It is highly desirable that proper 
attention should be drawn to this subject, and reliable infor- 
mation in regard to it disseminated ; although a mere collec- 
tion of broken bones without any means of ascertaining either 
the kind of fracture, the treatment employed, or the circum- 
stances which affect it favorably or otherwise, can do but lit- 
tle toward ascertaining the effect of judicious treatment in 
any given variety of fracture. Were those fractures from 
fire-arms? Did they occur in the military service? Had 
they any surgical treatment? These are questions which, in 
reference to many of them, cannot be answered. 

It will be observed, that in the swhjoined table certain frac- 
tures, as of the clavicle, and neck of the femur within the 
capsule, appear to result quite as favorable as could well be 
anticipated in private practice; while of others, as of the 
humerus, the result is much less satisfactory. 

Tt is obvious, that in compiling statistics of this sort, re- 
sults widely different will be arrived at by examining dried 
specimens, and those of the same cases, while the subjects 
were living. Many which, situated deeply beneath the mus- 
cles, give no evidence of deformity and are highly useful du- 
ring life, are found, after death, to be more or less imperfect. 
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but slight, does not necessarily produce lameness, or interfere 
in any way with the movements of the member. For this 
reason we do not add to the statistics of the Musée Dupuytren 
the results of the cases that have, in numerous large hospi- 
tals, in private practice of others as ourselves, fallen under 
our observation as being only seen during life ; and the num- 
ber of specimens of fractured bones of which we could fur- 
nish descriptions, would be inconsiderable when compared 
with those deposited in the various museums. We may add, 
that from the considerations given, we do not see reason to 
doubt that the received opinions in regard to the effect of the 
treatment of fractures, all circumstances being favorable, are 
correct, and that in such cases a member nearly perfect may 
be generally procured. The only point in which we have 
been led to form a different opinion is in reference to those 
involving the articulations, in which the obstacles to a resto- 
ration of the movements of the member are, in numerous 


cases, insuperable. 
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Inferior Maxilla, 2 la 1 
Clavicle, 12) 8 4 
Scapula, 3! 1 2 
Humerus, 21; 2 8 2 6 3 
Radius and Ulna, 2) 2 
Shaft of Ulna, 71 2 4 
Olecranon. 2 1b 1 
Shaft of Femur, 49 2 37c | 10 
Neck of F. extracapsul.| 12 2{ 1 2 1 6 
Neck of F.intra capsular; 2416d) 5 3 
Patella, 8 7e 1 
Tibia, 13 1f 7 5 
Fibula, ‘}ad 3 7 
Tibia and Fibula, 12 4 2 6 
h7g 25°13 | 2 |.36 | 4 | 43 | 55 














a. Left condyle displaced inward. 

b. United by bone, but fragment much displaced. . . 

c. One united at nearly a right angle with the proper direction; 5 are 
shortened two inches and a half; one, a transverse fracture, is shortened 
three inches and a quarter. f 3 

d. Of these, eight are recent fractures, and eight are ancient, having 
formed false joints. ii 

e. No. 205, is separated 4 inches, and No 206, six inches. 


f. False joint. 
D. B. 


For a vicious direction, or even a shortening of the limb, if 






































86 Transactions of the New York State Medical Society. 
BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 


Transactions of the New York State Medical Society.—We 
have been favored, by Dr. T. R. Beck, of Albany, with 
a copy of Vol. VI, parts 1 and 2, of the Transactions 
of the New York State Medical Society. This volume 
contains the Transactions of the Society for the last two 
years, besides numerous interesting addresses and papers upon 
various medical subjects. 

At the meeting of the Society in February last, the follow- 
ing Circular and Resolutiors received much attention: 

To Physicians, Medical Colleges, and Medical Societies 
throughout the State——At the last annual meeting of the N. Y. 
State Med. Soc., a resolution was passed directing the stand- 
ing corresponding committee to enquire into the expediency of 
separating entirely the business of Teaching and Licensing, 
in the medical profession—of lessening the number of boards 
for examining and licensing candidates, by inducing the sev- 
eral county medical societies to surrender their right to ap- 
= censors for that purpose—and of simplifying the whole 
aw regulating the practice of medicine and surgery in this 
State. The committee was also directed to prepare, at an 
early day, a Circular addressed to the several county medi- 
cal societies, containing the changes which they intended to 
recommend, that the same might be duly considered and act- 
ed upon by those societies previous to the next annual meet- 
ing of the State Society. In accordance with the above di- 
rections, the committee have prepared, and would recommend 
to the mature consideration of the whole profession in this 
state, the following resolutions. 'They would recommend that 
the laws incorporating the state and county medical societies 
remain untouched, except the slight modifications required in 
the annexed resolutions ; but in the place of all other laws 
regulating the practice of medicine, with their pains and pen- 
alties, they would substitute a few simple provisions, embo- 
dying the objects set forth in the resolutions already referred 
to. The chairman of the committee would respectfully re- 
quest all who may receive this Circular to aid in bringing the 
subject before the medical societies and colleges in this state. 
And any communications which the members of the commit- 
tee, hs § others, will make on this subject, will be gladly re- 
ceived by the chairmain. 

Resolved, That the cause of medical education requires that 
the present numerous boards for examining and licensing can- 
didates to practice medicine and surgery, composed of county 
and state censors, and the professors in our medical colleges, 
should be abandoned, and their place supplied by a single 
board of censors in each senatorial district in the State, to be 
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appointed by the State Society, whose duty it shall be to meet 
annually, and remain in session one week, for the purpose of 
examining all candidates for license to practice physic and 
surgery in their respective districts; and the said censors to 
be paid a reasonable compensation out of the funds of said 
Society. 

Resolved, That instead of requiring each candidate to study 
a required number of years, or in a prescribed place, he should 
be required to give satisfactory evidence to the board before 
which he is examined, that he possesses a thorough knowledge 
of every branch of medical science; that he has personally 
assisted in the dissection of at least two good anatomical sub- 


jects, under the direction of a regular practising physician, or 


in some incorporated medical college in this state ; that he is 
practically acquainted with chemistry and botany, and has 
presented the board with an essay on some medical subject, 
written by himself; that he is twenty-one years of age, and 
of good moral character. 


Resolved, That a second and honorary degree be instituted 
in the medical profession, to be conferred by the Regents of 
the University of the State of New York, on the recommenda- 
tion of a district board of censors. But no candidate shall be 
admitted to an examination for the honorary degree, until he 
shall have practised medicine and surgery three years, given 
evidence of a thorough knowledge of general and comparative 
anatomy, and presented the board of examination with an es- 
say on some medical subject, written in the English, French 


and German languages. 
N. 8. DAVIS, 


Chairman of Committee. 


These resolutions were reported upon favorably by a ma- 
jority of the committee of Correspondence. Dr. M. H. Cash, 
from the minority of the same committee, reported adverse. 
The two reports ably discuss the subject pro and con. The 
opinions of the county societies with regard to these resolu- 
tions may be gathered from the following: 

The committee to whom was referred the communications 
from the several county societies and medical colleges in re- 
lation to proposed alterations in the laws relating to the prac- 
tice of physic and surgery, 

ReEsPECTFULLY Report: 

That they have had before them the communications from 
seventeen counties, which they have examined, and find va- 
rious expressions of opinion on the subject. No communica- 
tions have been received from any of the medical colleges. 
The committee would present the following brief statement of 
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the opinions expressed in the communications from the county 
societies, viz: 

1. That it is desirable to vest the power of examining and 
licensing candidates for the practice of physic and surgery, in 
persons not engaged in teaching students, or in giving lectures 
as professors in medical colleges. This is recommended by 
the county societies of Albany, Delaware, Erie and Ontario. 

2. That the county censors should be abolished, and in lieu 
of them and of the examinations by professors of medical col- 
leges—there should be established boards of censors in each 
senatorial district, chosen by the State Medical Society.— 
This is recommended by the county societies of Otsego, Rens- 
selaer, Cortland, Chenango, Steuben, Ontario, Broome, Mon- 
roe and Westchester. 

3. To abolish the county censors, and to establish a State 
Board of censors to be chosen by the State Medical Society, 
of one from each Senatorial district, out of persons to be nom- 
inated by the respective county societies in each senatorial 
district. This is recommended by the Monroe County Med- 
ical Society. 

4. To secure to the county medical societies the power 
of admitting and expelling members according to their 
own by-laws, without resorting to the judiciary, and a 
repeal of all such parts of the general regulations, concerning 
the practice of physic and surgery as are inconsistent with 
such power. This is recommended by the County Medical 
Societies of Rensselaer, Cortland, Otsego, and Monroe. 

5. To enlarge the standard of qualifications for medical h- 
censure. This is recommended by the county medical socie- 
ties of Cortland, Delaware, Steuben and Otsego. 

6. To elect a permanent member annually, by the State 
Medical Society tom each senatorial district. This is recom- 
mended by the county medical societies of Cortland, Monroe 
and Rensselaer. 

7. In favor of retaining the present organization of the coun- 
ty medical societies, and to ask no alteration in the laws rela- 
ting to the practice of physic and surgery. This is recom- 
mended by the county medical societies of Delaware, Oneida, 
Herkimer, Steuben, Erie, Albany and Orange. 

8.’ A general acquiescence in the circular of the committee, 
of which Dr. Davis is chairman, is expressed by the county 
medical societies of Rensselaer, Broome, (Sullivan,) Otsego, 
Chenango and Westchester. 

The above is a brief summary of the opinions expressed in 
the various communications of the county societies, although 
on some of the subjects mentioned, there is some little diver- 
sity in the minute details appertaining to each. 


No definite action was had by the society upon the subject. 
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The following preamble and resolution were page by 
Dr. Davis and adopted, and 

Drs. Davis, McNaughton, and the Secretary, Dr. Van Bu- 
ren, were appointed a committee to carry out the proposed 
measure. 

Whereas, It is believed that a National Convention would be 
conducive to the elevation of the standard of medical educa- 
tion in the United States, and 

Whereas, There is no mode of accomplishing so desirable 
an object, without concert of action on the part of the medical 
societies, colleges, and institutions of all the States. There- 
fore, 

Resolved, That the New York State Medical Society ear- 
nestly recommend a national convention of delegates from 
medical societies and colleges in the whole Union—to convene 
in the city of New York, on the first Tuesday in May, in the 
year 1846, for the purpose of adopting some concerted action 
on the subject set forth in the foregoing preamble. 


There can be no doubt that if a National Convention, with 
full delegations from the various medical societies and colleges 
could be brought about, that much might be done to regulate 
medical practice and medical education. Concert of action 
in all parts of the Union would effect much that is impracti- 
cable when the effort is confined to local societies and conven- iH 


tions. We hope that the resolution will be carried into effect- 
Ep. 




























American Quarterly Journal of Agriculture and Sctence.— | 
This is a quarterly journal published in the city of Albany, is 
and conducted by Dr. E. Emmons and Dr. A. J. Prime. i 
Each number contains about 200 octavo pages of original 
and selected matter, on scientific and practical subjects con- it 
nected with Agriculture, Horticulture, and the kindred 
branches. The size of the work admits of amplified discus- 
sion of the various subjects treated of, and many articles high- 
ly interesting and instructive are to be found among the ori- 
ginal papers. Geology, Entomology and Chemistry receive, 
in the work, the attention they deserve. Among other papers 
valuable to agriculturists, we may notice a series, continuing 
on in several numbers, on “ Insects injurious to vegetation.” 
From the minuteness of the descriptions, and the beautifully 
colored drawings accompanying the paper, no one can fail to 
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recognize the little devastators. The mechanical execution 
of the work is excellent. We take great pleasure in recom. 
mending this publication to those of our readers who are in- 
terested in the subject of Agriculture, as both valuable and 
cheap. Terms $3,00 a year.—Ep. 


Elementary Chemistry, Theoretical and Practical, By Grorcr 
Fownes, Pu. D., Chemical Lecturer in the Middlesex 
Hospital Medical School, &c., with numerous Illustrations. 
Edited with Additions, by Ropert Brinces, M. D. Profes- 
sor of General and Pharmaceutical Chemistry in the College 
of Pharmacy, &c., &c. Philad. Lea & Blanchard, 1845, 
pp- 460, 12 mo. (from the Publishers.) 


This work is intended as a manual for students, and is, in 
our opinion, one of the best, if not the very best, for this pur- 
pose, that has ever come under our revision. It is written in 
a pleasing and lucid style, and although truly elementary, is 
by no means superficial. The illustrations are sufficiently 
numerous and much to the purpose. In the English edition 
the science was brought up to the date of publication, and the 
editor of the American edition has performed his part of the 
task with his usual ability. The book, as presented to the 
American student, is a complete epitome of the science, suf- 
ficiently voluminous and not too minute. A proper propor- 
tion of the work is devoted to Organic Chemistry ; and this 
part of the science, although much more difficult to render 
clear to the beginner than the Inorganic, has been brought 
down to the comprehension of the merest tyro. The mechan- 
ical execution of the work is good. Considering the work in 
all points excellent, and adapted to the wants of the student, 
we will take pleasure in recommending it to our class as a 
text book, and to students generally as a manual.—Ep. 


PRACTICAL MEDICINE, &c. 

A tabular view of the seat of Tubercle in one hundred and eighty 
cases of Tubercle of the Lungs in Children, with remarks on 
Pulmonary Phthisis in the young subject—By P. Hennis 
GreEEN, M. D. 


In this paper the author proposes to indicate a few of the 
peculiarities which distinguish infantile consumption from the 
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hthisis of adults. He gives a table of 180 cases of thoracic 
tubercle for the purpose of furnishing data for the history of 
pulmonary consumption in children. He remarks, “ the main 
character which distinguishes the phthisis of children from 
that of adults is this,—in children, the tubercular deposit oc- 
cupies a much larger surface of the lung, is more rapidly 
secreted, and is complicated with tubercular disease of other 
organs more frequently than in the adult. Hence children 
often sink under phthisis before the complaint has arrived at 
its third stage; while, on the other hand, the modifications 
produced by an extensive diffusion of tubercular matter often 
render the diagnosis of the disease obscure and difficult. In 
addition to this character, we have the peculiarities occasion- 
ally induced by excessive tuberculization of the bronchial 
phthisis, a form of disease altogether confined to the child.” 

The author notices an important modification which should 
guide the practitioner when he seeks to determine the exis- 
tence of cavern in young children, viz., that under five years 
of age, the cavernous excavation is generally seated in the 
lower or middle lobes, and is almost always confined to 
one side of the chest. To show that the general effusion 
of tubercular matter forms a striking characteristic of phthisis 
in children, Dr. Green compares some of M. Louis’s results 
with those deducible from his table. 

“In 358 cases of phthisis in adults, M. Louis mentions the 
existence of tubercular matter in the brain or its membranes 
only once. In the bronchial glands, tubercles were found in 
about one fifth of the cases; in the mesenteric glands, in one 
fifth; in the liver, only twice; in the kidneys, five times in 
170 cases; on the other hand, ulceration of the larynx existed 
in one-fourth,—ulceration of the bowels in five-sixths of the: 


cases. 
“ The history of phthisis in children presents us with very 


different results. The brain was affected in one-ninth of the 


cases; the bronchial glands, in 100 out 112; the mesenteric 
glands in one-half; the liver in one-ninth; the kidneys in one- 
eighteenth; but ulceration of the larynx occurred only once ; 
ulceration of the bowels sixteen times in the 112 cases.” 356. 


The physical signs are rarely as well marked as in the 
adult, and the young child frequently dies before the practi- 
tioner is able to decide whether the lung be actually the seat 
of cavern or not. The cause of this is that, in children, “ the 
tubercular matter is widely diffused, and has implicated many 
important viscera; in the brain it may excite hydrocephalus 
or meningitis ; under the serous membrane of the chest, pleu- 
risy ; in the abdomen, peritonitis ; in the intestines, tubercular 
ulceration. These complications rarely undermine the resist- 
ing power of the little patient; diarrhoea sets in, and death 
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ensues long before the period at which a fatal termination 
takes place in the adult.” 

Infants and children under five years of age hardly ever 
expectorate. They swallow everything that comes up into 
the mouth from the lungs. Hzmoptysis is an exceedingly 
rare symptom. The symptoms which constitute hectic fever 
in adults are seldom present together in any marked degree. 

The bronchial glands were more or less affected in one 
hundred out of one hundred and twelve cases. In a few of 
these cases only were the glands sufficiently enlarged to pro- 
duce symptoms through their mechanical effects, or by com- 
munication with caverns in the lungs and the bronchi, and in 
such cases the term bronchial phthisis should be confined.— 
Understood thus, «his form of phthisis is peculiar to children, 
and attended with very characteristic symptoms; but it is 
not, as some writers assert, of frequent occurrence. 

“The enlarged bronchial glands may act mechanically on 
the neighboring organs contained in the chest, or they may 
perforate them. Hence a variety of symptoms, depending 
on the position or function of the injured part. 

‘The aorta and pulmonary artery, the vena cava, or the 
pulmonary veins, may be compressed by the tuberculated 
glands, and the flow of blood more or less impeded. M. 
Tonellé has related a case in which the superior cava was 
completely obstructed, and I have seen one where the pul- 
monary artery was perfectly flattened between two enormous 
glands. From the compression of vessels may arise pulmo- 
nary appoplexy, fatal hemorrhage, effusions of serum, or 
symptoms closely resembling those of organic diseases of the 
heart. The trachea, bronchial tubes, and lungs, may be com- 
pressed, and in such cases the symptoms will vary consider- 
ably, according to the seat and extent of the mechanical lesion. 
When the ganglions act on the lower portion of the tra- 
chea, M. Rilliet and Barthez have noticed the existence of a 
loud, sonorous ronchus, which persists for a considerable. 
length of time. In other cases, the pressure on the large 
bronchial tubes causes more or less feebleness of the respira- 
tory murmur, which is remarkable in being intermittent. 

‘“‘ Pressure on the eighth pair of nerves, or its branches, is 
often attended by very peculiar modifications of the voice and 
cough. The former is hoarse or occasionally subdued, and 
even lost; or the hoarseness and loss of voice may alternate. 
The cough, also, is frequently hoarse, or occurs in fits which 
bear a close resemblance to those of hooping-cough, but are 
not followed by vomiting; or the fits may simulate accesses 
of asthma, with great oppression of breathing, anxiety, agi- 
tation, congestion of the ook and cold, viscid sweats. 

“The enlarged or softened glands give rise to another or- 
der of symptoms, by perforation of the neighboring parts.— 
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Thus fatal hemorrhage may arise from perforation of the pul- 
monary*artery ; pneumo-thorax from perforation of the lung ; 
difficulty of deglutition and accesses of cough on swallowing 
from perforation of the cesophagus; but we should observe 
that these symptoms may equally depend on the presence of 
tubercular matter or of a cavern in the lungs.” 365. 

On the subject of diagnosis of this form of phthisis, the 
author remarks : 

‘“‘ Whenever a child presents several of the rational symp- 
toms of consumption, without our being able to detect any 
physical signs of the presence of tubercles in the lungs or 
abdomen, we have good reason to suspect that the bronchial 
glands are tuberculated. As long as the case continues to 
present this simple aspect we cannot go beyond suspicion ; 
but it rarely happens that the glands acquire a considerable 
degree of development, without acting on the surrounding 

arts or tissues. As these become successively involved, we 
fave a series of varying symptoms, which could not arise 
from any other source. The eyelids become cedematous, and 
in proportion to the degree of pressure on the vena cava, the 
cedema extends to the whole of the face, which is sometimes 
pale, sometimes tinged with venous injection. This cedema 
will appear and disappear several times during the course of 
the disease. 'The cough suddenly changes its character, and 
occurs in fits, like those of hooping-cough; the voice gets 
hoarse, and for days may be altogether lost; fits of asthma 
or of suffocation, as if the heart were diseased, occur. On 
examining the chest, we hear a loud sonorous ronchus, which 
persists for a length of time, and then disappears, or is re- 
placed by other rdles of an anomalous character. When 
these symptoms are superadded to the rational signs of phthisis, 
we can have little hesitation in deciding that they arise from 
tubercular enlargement of the bronchial glands.” 366. 

We find nothing new on the subject of treatment. Dr. 
Green objects to emetics, lest irritation of the abdominal vis- 
cera hasten the deposit of tubercle in the abdomen, to which 
the patients are already too prone. 

We much regret that we have been compelled to give so 
condensed an analysis of this excellent paper. Much, very 
much as Louis has done, it is evident that he has not exhaus- 
ted the subject of phthisis, and the accurate information pre- 
sented to us by Dr. Green will be received asa valuable 
addition to our history of the disease at the period of infancy. 
—Med. Chir. Rev. 


M. Cazenave on the different sorts of Caustics. The Powder 
of Dupuytren is composed of one part of arsenious acid and 
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200 parts of calomel. It is a mild and very manageable caus~ 
tic, that is useful in cases of lupus in women and children, 
when the ulceration is superficial and of limited extent. If 
the diseased part be dry, it may be necessary to denude it by 
means of a blister, and then to sprinkle the powder upon the 
raw surface. A certain amount of heat and painful swellin 
is usually caused by this application. When it falls off, there 
is generally observed a decided modification of the diseased 
surface. A few applications are sufficient to effect a cure in 
a great many instances. 

The Vienna powder and paste are remedies of great power 
in certain cases of lupous ulceration. ‘They are composed of 
equal parts of powdered quicklime and potassa cum calce. 
In using it, we take a portion of this mixture, and add a small 
quantity of spirits of wine to bring the powder to the consis- 
tence of a paste. A piece of adhesive plaster, with a hole in 
it of the size of the eschar, should be laid over the diseased 
surface, and the paste is then applied on the exposed parts. 
It is to be left for ten or twenty minutes, according to the 
depth of the eschar that is wished, and the ability of the pa- 
tient to endure the pain. 

The chloruret of zinc paste is much used in the present day. 
It is made by mixing one part of this substance with one or 
two parts of flour, moistening the mixture with as little water 
as possible. ‘The pain produced by this application usually 
lasts for several hours. A greyish-colored eschar is formed; 
and this, in most cases, remains attached for two or three 
weeks before it is separated. The surface underneath is gen- 
erally not ulcerated. M. Cazenave very frequently has re- 
course to this caustic in certain cases of lupus, to destroy the 
non-ulcerated tubercles. 

For this purpose, he usually applies only a very thin layer 
of the paste, so as not to destroy the entire tubercle ; and in 
this manner he often succeeds in effecting a complete resolu- 
tion of it, without any scar being:left behind. 

In very many cases of long standing and deeply corroding 
lupous ulceration, he gives the preference to the arsenical 

aste over the two others which we have mentioned : its action 
1s twofold ; local as a caystic; and general by becoming ab- 
sorbed, and exercising a potent alterative or modifying influ- 
ence upon the economy. The following is the formula which 
he invariably uses : 

Take of White oxyde of arsenic, 2 parts. 

Sulphate of mercury, 1 part. 
Animal charcoal in powder, 2 parts. 

When used, a small quantity of this powder is to be made 
into a thin paste by the addition of a few drops of water ; this 
is put upon the denuded surface—which should seldom or 
never exceed in extent that of a franc-piece. This applica- 
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tion usually produces not only very sharp pain, but also a se- 
vere erysipelatous swelling, which lasts for 24 or 36 hours, 
and is sometimes accompanied with grave constitutional 
symptoms. Generally these subside very quickly ; and then 
there remains on the cauterized part a hard brown crust, 
which often adheres for nearly a month, before it is detached. 

Fluid Caustics.—M. Cazenave frequently makes use of a 
solution of the sulphate of copper for the removal of those 
small warts that often form upon the shoulders and back, and 
also of certain pediculated horny productions, which occasion- 
ally appear upon these parts. A stronger solution must be 
used for the latter form of cuticular excrescence. 

In the treatment of favus and tinea, he recommends a weak 
solution either of this salt of copper, or of the nitrate of silver, 
or of acetic acid. 

Of fluid caustics, one of the most potent and useful is the 
acid nitrate of mercury. When used to the surface pure and 
undiluted, it acts as a mere caustic; but when considerably 
weakened, and especially when applied to a large surface, it 
is unquestionably absorbed, and then it acts on the system. 

It usually causes a good deal of pain and inflammatory 
swelling. ‘The cases most benefitted by its application are 
those of lupus, in which the ulceration is extensive and not 
deep-seated. 

The erysipelatous inflammation, which this as well as oth- 
er caustics—more especially the arsenical paste—are apt to 
produce, need not be much dreaded ; nay, the effects of the 
cutaneous phlegmasia seem sometimes to be decidedly salu- 
tary in the end.— Annales des Maladies de la Peau, Oct. 1844. 

M. Gibert has recorded in a recent No. (Oct. 1844) of the 
Revue Medicale, a case of severe scrofulous lupus of the face, 
in which the progress of the disease was arrested and the ex- 
tensive ulcerated surface became cicatrized under the em- 
ployment, external as well as internal, of cod-liver oil. The 
use of this medicine was steadily persevered in for a full year 
and a half. During this time not only did the local malady 
become healed, but the general health—which had formerly 
been very weak and ailing—was very decidedly improved. 

The patient was a young woman, and the disease had ex- 
isted for nearly six years. On one occasion she had derived 
very considerable benefit from the internal administration of 
the deuto-ioduret of mercury, and the external use of the pro- 
to-ioduret ointment; but the benefit was temporary only. 
She had been subjected to a regular and protracted course of 
iodine treatment; but certainly with no advantage.—Medico- 


Chiv. Rev. in Bulletin of Med. Science. 
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Treatment of Chronic Mammary Abscess by the Breast-Pump 
and Syringe.—Dr. Alexander Wood proposes to treat that sort 
of mammary abscess that gives rise to deep-seated sinuses, 
and sometimes continues for many months with little variation 
in its appearance, in the following manner: “As soon as the 
indistinct fluctuation, or rather the boggy feeling, by which 
the formation of matter in these abscesses can be detected, is 
distinctly ascertained, let a small bistoury or abscess lancet, 
(the common lancet will sometimes not penetrate deep enough,) 
be carried down until the matter begins to escape; after all 
that can be squeezed out by pressure is removed, let a breast- 
pump be applied over the orifice, and the rest of the matter 
drawn out. The sinus is then to be injected with some as- 
tringent solution, by means of a small syringe.” ‘A pledget 
of lint dipped in the lotion, is then to be applied outside, and 
covered with oiled silk; over this a compress may be placed, 
and firm pressure maintained on it by means of adhesive plas- 
ter. In some cases the walls of the abscess will unite at 
once, and all that remains to be done is to trust to time for 
the removal of the surrounding induration, or to attempt to 
discuss it by frictions, &c., &c. Dr. Wood adduces three 
cases of chronic abscess, in which he adopted this mode of 
treatment with complete and speedy success. We can ima- 
gine that this plan would be found serviceable in various 
forms of abscess. It is always observed, that where the pus 
lies deep, and is but imperfectly evacuated, the disease proves 
intractable ; the great indication for cure appears to be, that all 
irritating fluid should be removed from the depths of the cavi- 
ties, and that the internal vascular surfaces should be brought 
closely in apposition with each other.—Northern Jour. of Med. 
in Bulletin of Med. Sci. 


Croton Oil and Opium.—A writer in the Edinburgh Medi- 
cal and Surgical Journal, April, 1845, says that 5 drop doses 
of Croton oil act as a sedative cathartic. He treated the Afri- 
can Remittent Fever, with almost uniform success, by the 
combination of 5 drops of Croton oil with three grains of 
Opium, after bloodletting and an emetic of Epecacuanha. 

He affirms that the same treatment is also very successful 
in Dysentery. The combination of Croton oil and Opium is 
declared to be, every way, preferable to Calomel. 

As soon as a free evacuation of the bowels is induced, the 
Sulphate of Quinine is exhibited liberally, to prevent a return 
of paroxysm.— Western Lancet. 





